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Introduction: 
The agricultural sector faces a multitude of challenges in the 21st century. The global population is expected 
to reach 9.7 billion by 2050, placing immense strain on our ability to produce enough food. At the same 
time, climate change is wreaking havoc on weather patterns, leading to more extreme weather events such 
as droughts and floods. These factors threaten food security and exert pressure on our natural resources. On 
the other hand, traditional agricultural practices are often resource-intensive and contribute to environmental 
degradation. For example, excessive use of water and fertilizers can lead to water pollution and soil erosion. 
Additionally, post-harvest losses due to spoilage can be significant. 
In order to address these challenges and ensure a sustainable future for agriculture, there is a need to embrace 
innovative technologies. The Internet of Things (IoT) is one such technology that has the potential to 
revolutionize the agricultural sector.   

IoT refers to the network of physical devices embedded with sensors, software and other technologies that 
collect and exchange data. In agriculture, IoT sensors can be deployed in fields and on farm equipment to 
collect data on a wide range of parameters, including soil moisture, temperature, nutrient levels and crop 
health. This data can then be used to improve decision-making and optimize resource use. 
  
How IoT Contributes to Circularity and Sustainability:
IoT can play a critical role in promoting circularity and sustainability in agriculture in several ways:

*	 Precision agriculture: IoT sensors can provide farmers with real-time data on soil conditions and crop 
health. This data can be used to apply water, fertilizers and pesticides more precisely, reducing waste and 
minimizing environmental impact.   
*	 Improved resource management: IoT can help farmers optimize their use of water, fertilizers and 
energy. For example, smart irrigation systems can adjust watering schedules based on real-time soil 
moisture data, reducing water waste.   
*	 Enhanced traceability:By embracing techniques such as block chain, IoT can be used to track the 
movement of agricultural products from farm to fork. This can improve transparency and accountability 
in the food supply chain and help to reduce food waste.   
*	 Livestock monitoring: IoT sensors can be used to monitor the health and well-being of livestock. This 
data can be used to improve animal welfare and reduce the use of antibiotics.  

Thus, by leveraging IoT, farmers can move towards a more sustainable and circular agricultural system, 
minimizing waste and maximizing resource efficiency. 

Forms of IoT: 
1.	 Smart Soil Management: 
Smart sensors embedded in the ground allow farmers to monitor soil moisture, pH levels and nutrient content 
in real-time. This data-driven approach ensures that crops receive the precise amount of water and nutrients 
they need, reducing waste and enhancing soil health. There are several forms of soil sensors and each of it has 
its unique purpose. Some those sensors are listed below: 
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Table 1: Types of Sensors 

S.No. Type of Sen-
sor

Use

1. Ph Sensor Measures the hydrogen – ion concentration in the soil and indi-
cate whether the soil contains acidity or alkalinity.

2. Humidity 
Sensor

To monitor and manage moisture levels in the soil. It is based on 
capacitive technology and provide valuable data for irrigation 
control and crop health. It optimizes watering schedules, pre-

vent over-irrigation and conserve water resources.

3. Temperature 
Sensor

For understanding the impact on seed germination, microbial 
activity and overall plant growth and also to make informed 

decisions about planting times and crop management.

4. Microcontrol-
ler

It is a compact electronic device programmed to process data 
from sensors deployed in the soil. It collects and processes the 
sensor data related to soil moisture, temperature and Ph levels.

5. Web Camera Positioned in or near the soil, it captures images of the soil 
surface, providing a visual record of changes over time. It also 
gives visual insights of soil changes, erosion patterns and plant 

growth.

2.	 Drones and UAVs (Unmanned Aerial Vehicles): Drones equipped with high-resolution cameras, 
multispectral sensors and other advanced technologies provide farmers with unprecedented aerial perspectives 
of their fields. This enables precise monitoring of crop health, including identifying nutrient deficiencies, 
detecting early signs of disease or pest infestations and assessing the impact of environmental stressors like 
drought or flooding.This also minimizes the use of fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides, reducing environmental 
impact and associated costs. For example, drones can guide the precise application of fertilizers only where 
needed, preventing over-application and nutrient runoff. Furthermore, drone-based data can be integrated with 
other farm management tools, such as precision irrigation systems, to optimize water usage and reduce water 
waste.

3.	 Precision GPS Systems: Precision GPS systems, utilizing advanced technologies like Global 
Positioning System (GPS) and Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS), empower farmers with unparalleled 
accuracy in mapping and monitoring their fields. This enables them to create detailed digital maps of their 
land, including variations in soil type, topography and even microclimates.By leveraging these precise maps, 
farmers can optimize crop placement, ensuring that each variety is grown in the most suitable location based 
on its specific needs. This not only maximizes yield but also minimizes the risk of crop failure due to unsuitable 
conditions.
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4.	 Autonomous Vehicles (smart tractors and harvesters): Autonomous vehicles, such as smart 
tractors and harvesters, equipped with advanced technologies like GPS, sensors and artificial intelligence, are 
revolutionizing agricultural practices.These machines operate independently, performing tasks like ploughing, 
planting, fertilizing and harvesting with unprecedented precision and efficiency.By utilizing real-time data 
and advanced algorithms, autonomous vehicles optimize their routes and operations, minimizing overlaps and 
reducing fuel consumption.This not only leads to significant cost savings for farmers but also minimizes the 
environmental impact of agricultural activities.

5.	 Smart Irrigation: These systems leverage a combination of technologies, including IoT sensors, 
weather stationsand advanced algorithms, to optimize irrigation schedules based on real-time data on soil 
moisture, weather conditions and crop water requirements.By continuously monitoring these critical 
parameters, smart irrigation systems can precisely adjust the timing, duration and amount of water delivered to 
crops. This ensures that plants receive the optimal amount of water, minimizing over-irrigation and preventing 
waterlogging, which can lead to root rot and nutrient leaching.By optimizing water usage, farmers can reduce 
their water bills and energy consumption associated with pumping and transporting water. This translates to 
substantial cost savings, improving the overall profitability of their operations.

6.	 Supply Chain Traceability: Supply Chain Traceability, enabled by technologies like blockchain, 
RFID (Radio-frequency identification) and IoT sensors, provides a comprehensive and transparent view of 
the journey of agricultural products from farm to consumer.This enhanced visibility offers numerous benefits 
across the entire supply chain. Firstly, it improves food safety by enabling rapid identification and removal 
of contaminated products from the market.Secondly, traceability enhances the sustainability of agricultural 
practices by tracking the environmental impact of production processes. Thirdly, traceability improves the 
efficiency and profitability of the supply chain by minimizing delays, reducing spoilage and streamlining 
logistics.
Challenges and Way Forward: 
While IoT offers a multitude of benefits for sustainable and circular agriculture, there are still challenges that 
need to be addressed. High initial costs, limited internet connectivity in rural areas, data security concerns and 
the need for farmer education are significant hurdles. Overcoming these requires government support through 
subsidies and investments in rural infrastructure. Robust data security protocols and comprehensive farmer 
training programs are also crucial. By addressing these challenges, we can unlock the full potential of IoT, 
driving a sustainable and prosperous future for agriculture.
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